Official Meeting Minutes

January 13, 2008
Attendance:

Peggy Christie
Michael Cieslak
Tom Sawyer

James Garner

Anthology:  Adam and Peggy are taking one last look over all submissions to make sure they’re ready for publication.  Once done, they will be formatted and sent over to Lulu for publication.  Once we know how long it will take to put into hard copy form, we will then plan the anthology release party.
Release party: there were a couple of suggestions for the location of the party.  One would be Mile’s Italian Restaurant or JD’s Bar.  The first requires $5 per person (minimum 30) to set up a buffet dinner and the second is free (but no food).  We will have copies of the antho available but we will also send out copies to various local papers, mags, webzines, etc., to get reviews on it.

Next Antho: want to use Tom’s bus story idea for next antho.  Each member will create character/chapter.  We will need someone to write a prologue and epilogue.  Everyone will need to write up a character bio.

RULES: no killing off of any other members’ character.  You can create some to kill of in your own story.

Background: where the bus breaks down will be an abandoned-type of town where some kind of evil resides.  It reaches out to passing vehicles to make them break down.  Then the evil feeds on the fears of people – so each person will be experiencing his or her own manifested fears.

Costume Ball Halloween 2008: We’ve decided between two different literary organizations to affiliate ourselves with for the Halloween party.
Oakland County Literacy Organization (www.oaklandliteracy.org)

The Siena Literacy Organization (www.sienaliteracy.org)

Both seem pretty good.  The OCL does spend a small percentage of its donations on administrative costs.  The SLO is part of the Adrian Dominican Sisters and so they only spend donations for their charity work.  None is used for admin costs.  We just need to have the group vote on which one they would like.  Peggy will send out email.  We’ll also have to take into account if either of these orgs will be offended by a horror group wanted to affiliate with them.
Conventions:  Michael and Tom are working on getting information on what it would cost us to either advertise or get tables at local conventions coming up this year.  Penguincon is $60 per table but it seems you put in a bid for it and the organizers decide who gets a table.  Advertising: $125 full page; $65 for ½ page; $40 for ¼ page; $200 front inside cover of program; $175 back inside cover; $250 back cover.  There are also promotional ribbons that all the different dealers pass out during the convention.  It’s at the dealers expense but it seems to be great advertising as all attendees try to collect as many as possible.
PR Flyers: Tom will be working on putting together flyers to promote our antho as well as the Halloween party/charity ball.

